
 
 

 

 

 

CONTEMPORARY LIVING:  

EXHIBITION OF CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS, DESIGNERS & CRAFTSMEN  

AT CHRISTIE’S WITH THE NEW CRAFTSMEN & SOUTHERN GUILD 

 

 
A selection of w orks from Contemporary Living: Art, Craft & Design 

 

London – This April, as part of the First Open | South Kensington | Post-War and Contemporary Art auction, Christie’s is 

collaborating with The New Craftsmen and Southern Guild to present Contemporary Living: Art, Craft & Design. This 

exhibition showcases the work of a diverse group of contemporary artists, designers and craftsmen, including Pablo 

Bronstein, Hugo McCloud, Dan Rees and Richard Aldrich with design pieces by makers such as Sebastian Cox, Georgia 

Kembell, Edmond Byrne, Charles Haupt, Porky Hefer, Dokter & Misses and David Krynauw.  The exhibition at Christie’s 

South Kensington will be open to all from 1-4 April, ahead of the First Open auction on 5 April. Estimates start from just 

£700. 

 

The exhibition design of Contemporary Living: Art, Craft & Design will change across four-days through a series of 

interventions, generating new visual vignettes and creating an experience that encourages the audience to make 
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connections and discover each object anew. At the heart of the exhibition is the ‘Patron’s House’, an installation and scale 

model of the space and the works in the auction. Visitors to the show will be invited to ‘play’ with the arrangement, creating 

their own narratives and spaces. The visual concept for the Patron’s House is a collaboration with The New Craftsmen.  

 

Zoe Klemme, Christie’s Head of First Open in London, and Raffaella Goffredi, Christie’s Design Specialist, 

commented: “We invited The New Craftsmen and Southern Guild to collaborate with Christie’s to celebrate and explore 

the dialogue between contemporary art, design and crafts. The Contemporary Living exhibition is a new platform for 

promoting emerging talent; it offers an exciting new opportunity to our clients and we hope it will inspire new ways of 

displaying art in the home. Southern Guild, the pre-eminent design gallery in Africa, represent a growing stable of 

designers whose work  is fresh, bold and with global appeal. Works from the gallery will be offered alongside pieces by 

makers represented by The New Craftsmen, a London-based gallery that champions and represents British-based makers 

to an international audience.” 

 

Visitors are welcome to attend the Christie’s Late event at Christie’s South Kensington on Tuesday 4 April, with free 

admission for the entire evening, dedicated to Contemporary Living. Visit christies.com/lates for more information on the 

talks and activities.  

 

Southern Guild 

Southern Guild, Africa’s foremost collectible design gallery, has spearheaded the limited-edition design category in Africa 

with exhibitions that have redefined global perceptions of African design and escalated value on the international market. 

Founded in 2008 by African-design champions Trevyn and Julian McGowan, Southern Guild plays an integral role in 

guiding and mentoring designers. As the sole gallery representing locally made limited-edition design, and responsible for 

birthing a new category for artists and designers in South Africa, Southern Guild has pioneered an entirely new vernacular 

in the collectible design category. Southern Guild encourages the creation of multi -faceted work that gives vivid form to an 

African narrative. Founded on the conviction that Africa will play an increasingly meaningful role in shaping and expressing 

the spirit of the 21st century, the gallery premieres forward-thinking, original work, at the intersection of art and design.  

 

The New Craftsmen 

The New Craftsmen commissions and sells unique contemporary objects rooted in craftsmanship and narrative. The New 

Craftsmen works with a selection of Britain’s finest craft makers to showcase the materials, skills and craft products of the  

British Isles. Founded in 2012 in Mayfair, London, The New Craftsmen currently represents a network of over 75 makers 

working in textiles, silverware, furniture, ceramics, jewellery, glassware and beyond. The New Craftsmen represents a 

vision of sustainable, real luxury, expressed through dedication to makers, materials, method and design. 

 

FIRST OPEN 

With estimates ranging from £1,000 to £200,000, First Open offers an unparalleled opportunity to obtain fresh and exciting 

contemporary artworks at auction. First Open has developed a reputation for offering the best of cutting-edge art and post-

war works at accessible price points. Launched 10 years ago as a single sale in New York, First Open originally owed its 

name to the fact that the auction ‘opened’ the season for Post -War and Contemporary Art at Christie’s and created a 

platform for welcoming new collectors.  
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CONTEMPORARY LIVING: ART, CRAFT & DESIGN HIGHLIGHTS  

 

 

PRESS CONTACTS: Katy Griffiths | 020 7752 3121 | kgriffiths@christies.com  
       Belinda Bowring | 020 7389 2677 | bbowring@christies.com 

 

  

  Dan Rees (B. 1982)  

Artex Painting  
oil on canvas Painted in 2013  
Estimate: £20,000-30,000 

Edmond Byrne (B. 1977) 

‘Jade Moonjar’, a vase, 2016 
cased moulded glass 
Estimate: £4,000-6,000 

 John Murray (B. 1973) &  

Paco Pakdoust (B. 1974) 
‘Oust’, a carpet, 2016 hand-knotted 
w ool and silk 
Estimate: £25,000-30,000 

 

 

 

 Nic Webb (B. 1972) 

A ‘LOST VESSEL’, 2015 
Boxw ood 
Estimate: £4,500-6,500 
 

Anatomy Design (Est. 2010) &  

Nicole Levenberg (B. 1985) 
‘Southern Guild’, a pair of armchairs, 2013 
w alnut, hand-screen printed upholstery, brass 
Estimate: £8,000-12,000 
 

 

 Norman Meyer (B. 1984) &  

Abrie Von Wielligh (b. 1980) 
‘Tw o Oceans’, a unique cabinet, 2016 
w alnut, on hammered and patinated 
metal base 
Estimate: £18,000-22,000  

 
   

  Jakub Julian Ziółkow ski (B. 1980)  
mężczyzna bez twarzy (Man without 

Face)  
gouache and oil on canvas Painted in 
2005  
Estimate: £3,000-5,000 

 

Sebastian Cox (B. 1986) 
A unique ‘scorched’ dining table, 2017 

scorched ash, the oval top on three pierced 
trestle supports 
Estimate: £6,000-9,000 

  Pablo Bronstein (B. 1977)  
Large Urn with Admirers  

ink on paper, in artist’s frame 
Executed in 2007  
Estimate: £3,000-4,000 
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